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sensitivity but less cost).
Authors' conclusions
VNTR is a viable alternative to RELP in the detection of chimerism after bone marrow transplantation and offers substantial cost savings, faster turnaround time, easier preparation of the DNA, smaller DNA requirements, and the elimination of radioisotopes and cumbersome restriction enzymes.
CRD COMMENTARY -Selection of comparators
A justification was given by the authors for the choice of the comparator. The justification was that RELP by Southern blotting has been shown to be a sensitive method in the evaluation of the chimeric state. You should consider whether this is a widely used heath technology in your own setting.
Validity of estimate of measure of benefit
The lack of randomisation may adversely affect the power of the study to measure the benefits of the alternative techniques.
Validity of estimate of costs
The resource quantities were not reported separately from the costs. adequate details of the methods of cost estimation were not given.
Other issues
The authors' conclusion was not justified, given that the study did not introduce any explicit measures to evaluate some of the variables mentioned in the conclusion, such as the degree of ease of preparation of the DNA, and the size of DNA requirements. Additionally, given the lack of randomisation, sensitivity and statistical analysis, the results need to be treated with some caution. The issue of generalisability to other settings/countries was not addressed.
Source of funding
None stated. 
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